GLOSSARY OF NAUTICAL TERMINOLOGY

Aft
Near, toward, or in the stern (rear) of the ship

Beam
The breadth of the ship at its widest part

Fore
In or toward the front of the ship

Berth
A bed in a stateroom or the ship's place at the dock

Keel
The chief support of the ship, extending along the length of the bottom

Bow
The forward (front) part of the ship

Galley
The ship's kitchen

Starboard
The right side of the ship looking forward

Fathom
A nautical unit of depth equal to six feet

Bridge
The ship's command center

Prow
The forward part of the ship above water

Knot
A unit of speed equivalent to one nautical mile (6,076 feet) per hour

Bulkhead
Partition walls used to separate interior areas of the ship

Leeward
The direction away from the wind

Port
The left side of the ship, looking forward

Freeport
A restricted zone at a seaport where duty-free goods are sold

Helm
The ship's steering apparatus

Porthole
A window in the ship's side

Registry
The country in which the ship is registered (the official nationality of the ship)

Weigh Anchor
To raise the anchor

Stabilizer
A retractable fin extended from both sides of the ship for smoother sailing

Stern
The rear end of the ship

Gangway
An opening at the ship's side for passengers to enter and leave

Nautical Mile
6,076 feet (a land mile is 5,280 feet)

