Historic Old Town is where the city of Albuquerque began in 1706. The grassy plaza and narrow back streets lined with 300-year-old adobe homes offer a real taste of the city's past. For shoppers, it's impossible to make a wrong turn in Old Town, where every alley leads to still another collection of the best of Southwestern arts and crafts.

You'll see artists working in galleries and Native Americans selling their jewelry on blankets spread on the sidewalk.

The San Felipe de Neri Church in Old Town hasn't missed a Sunday service in 278 years. Christmas is celebrated here for nine days before the 25th with candlelight processions. On Christmas Eve, the plaza glows with thousands of "luminaria." (Although luminaria are an old Spanish custom, these modern-day luminaria usually consist of small candles on the bottom of a plain brown paper bag that is filled with an inch of sand.)

